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The Portrait NT TN SO o
Cuisine: British, Modern Your rating Search powered by: (_( ) 1\\_ OIS | l I\
a meal for two with wine, about £84 including 10 per cent [ JEVOLLUTT I RY
service. drinkaware.co.uk \ .\|>|R]

Click on a star to rate
- St Martin's Place, WC2 OHE
What's on today » What's on tomorrow »
Nearest Tube: Leicester Square €
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Pretty picture of rooftop dining

By Fay Maschler, None 23.05.00 More reviews by Fay Maschler

This review was first published in May

2000 Related links

Playing to the galleries »

So slow have we been in this city to treat Playing to the galleries »
its river as anything more than a dividing

stream, that a view which homes in on it,

as does that from the sensational (in my opinion) Tate Modern, seems unbeatable.

However, the vantage point of being among the rooftops on the north side of £t -
Trafalgar Square, as revealed by The Portrait Restaurant in the recently opened ¥ ... 'y
Ondaatje Wing of the National Portrait Gallery, is equally, if not more, mesmerising.

. _
* Cleopatra’'s Needle

—

The architects, Sir Jeremy Dixon and Edward Jones, have taken the gentlemanly line,
designing in the top-floor restaurant a discreet viewing platform for vistas that were
once the province only of pigeons. It is not just that we can now see Lord Nelson
silhouetted in the sky from behind, propped up by a hitherto uncelebrated coil of
rope, but we can study details of buildings that must once have been stipulated for
their architects' spiritual satisfaction, not for the common gaze. The domes and
cupolas that adorn The National Gallery, hitherto hidden from view, are now in close- Celebrate YOUI’

up. The sweep of Whitehall becomes the carriage drive for the Palace of | |
Westminster. Glazed roofs, slate-tiled roofs and, in the distance, a grass-covered SpeC|aI OocaSIOn
roof, concealing what was once a bunker, throw down a subtly shaded tapestry. .
o | News Headlines
Two rows of windows in the restaurant, one set back and high above the other,
divide the sky. On a day of changeable weather, which it was when we lunched last , Lib-Dems in talks with Tories as Clegg is
Friday, the effect is filmic; totally engrossing. The gun-metal grey walls of the warned to decide

restaurant and the lighter grey of aprons worn by the waiting staff fit into this
cinemato-graphic world coloured only by soft tints.

Talks between Liberal
Democrats and Conservatives
resume over the possibility of

The catering is in the hands of Searcy's which employs Richard Corrigan as forming a power-sharing

consultant. Head chef Kerwin Browne worked with Corrigan at Fulham Road government

Restaurant and more recently was sous-chef at The Red Room at Waterstone's, MO

tPécrsgg:ng His menu is predictably robust, with much that I would classify as , Mandy in ,the middle as Labour's big beasts turn
on Brown's coalition bid

Pea soup with croutons and savoury summer herbs was perfectly balanced, avoiding » David Hockney swaps a sketch pad for an iPad

that over-sweetness that can bedevil pea soup. Foie gras and celeriac terrine was an » New ‘challenges’ for TfL mean Jubilee line

odd pairing that worked surprisingly well. My companion who seems to be on a fiasco will go on even longer

mission of eating fish and chips in every gallery in London, chose deep-fried plaice y Alastair Campbell rekindles on-air row by

fillet with fat-cut chips and tartare sauce, which were prepared with the finesse a asking if Sky's Adam Boulton should go

national dish deserves. » Ed Miliband emerges as dark horse for Labour

leadership
Salt cod fish cake with artichoke salad and aioli, a dish which you might say puts the

modern into modern British was a beautifully made patty, the fish having flaked into
slightly oily shards, and the artichoke hearts mixed into a salad with roasted
vegetables was ideal accompaniment. The side order of mixed green salad which
added £3 to its £12.50 cost was nice but not necessary. Had I not known that I
would be eating leftover chicken for supper at home that evening, I would like to ’
have tried roast organic chicken with bread pudding and tarragon jus.

» These killings must stop, say families of 11
young victims

» BA bosses ready to beat strike with huge
volunteer workforce

Vince Cable boosts Tories by saying he won't
block spending cuts

» Met police chief drops his race discrimination
Among the desserts are rhubarb trifle; honey and lemon cake with rosemary ice- claim

cream; chocolate millefeuille with raspberry compote and the rather less enticing

sounding tapioca brulée with warm plum jam. The Women's Institute overtones of RECEIVE OUR NEWSLETTER

the last might well appeal to the gangs of little grey-haired ladies in ankle socks who

colonise art galleries, and who, I was pleased to observe, have taken to this business

of serious lunching like ducks to water. The manageress was having trouble _ m
: : : : . LONDON FOR ME
controlling them. As at Tate Modern, there is opportunity for evening eating; here on

Thursdays and Fridays. 2Ry B R G
(») Holidays (») Tickets and Offers
(») Jobs (») DVD Rental

£) SHARE o %0 47 '¥) Property
(») Motors
(») Courses
(») E-edition

Details are correct at the time of publication - please check with venue before (») Mobile listings

booking.
PROMOTIONS COFFEE BREAK
(») Seafood Essentials (») Crossword
(») Breast Cancer Care (») Galleries

(») Competitions
Ads by G I =
S Dy 150091 (») Puzzles

Daily London Coupons

Get unbeatable coupons on the best stuff to do, eat & buy in London! London's Weather
www.Groupon.com/London
Afternoon
World MasterCard® Sunny spells
Rewards for everything you buy. Find out more at ‘e With one BA Mile
mastercard.com/world TS 120 .
for virtually every
Special Offers Online £1you spend,
Choose from a huge range of London Restaurants with Great Deals Tonight
www.BookaTable.com Clear Night
Green Roof and Sedum Roof 3°c
The UKs leading independent green roof green wall supplier/installer
www.sky-garden.co.uk 5 day forecast»
BRITISH AIRWAYS -
Reader views (o) <2 Add your view . Aemess e Beprons
No comments have so far been submitted. R 816533 1001
B.REYNOLDS .
Add your comment
Apply now »
Name: p
Town and country:
Your comment: Terms and conditions
You have 1500 characters left. Make text area bigger
We welcome your opinions. This is a public forum. Libellous and abusive
comments are not allowed. Please read our House Rules.
U1 agree to the House Rules.
— Remember me - this will save your name and location for when you leave
your next comment.
For information about privacy and cookies please read our Privacy Policy.
Clear ) { Submit comment )
Get fibre optic broadband { ‘({ ¢
from only £12.50 a month »» | ﬂ o
Legal stuff applies o
Mail on Sunday Travel Mail This is Money Metro

Loot | Jobsite | Homes & Property | London jobs | Educate London | Holiday Villas

London Now incorporating . P ,
i G Homes&



http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/news
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/whatson
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/weather/weather.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/e-editions/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/jobs
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/dating
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/es-shop
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/travel/holidaydeals
https://register.thisislondon.co.uk/login?redirectPath=http%3A//www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/review-464804-pretty-picture-of-rooftop-dining.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/home/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/film/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/theatre/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/showbiz/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/music/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/comedy/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/arts/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/events/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/clubbing/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/bars/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/whatson/listings/local-listings.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/youngs/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/hottickets/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/
http://www.mailonsunday.co.uk/
http://www.travelmail.co.uk/
http://www.thisismoney.co.uk/
http://www.metro.co.uk/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/theatre/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/theatre/show-23646988-details/Eurydice/showReview.do?reviewId=23831267
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/restaurant-318518-details/Viajante/restaurantReview.do?reviewId=23831044
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/music/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/music/gig-23430334-details/The+Black+Eyed+Peas%2C+Cheryl+Cole/gigReview.do?reviewId=23831288
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/theatre/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/theatre/review-23826682-counted-packs-little-punch.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/review-23822521-gordon-ramsays-back-and-in-style-at-the-ptrus.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/music/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/music/review-23827360-surprisingly-good-show-from-kate-nash.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/Fay%20Maschler-critic-5-archive.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/terms/
javascript:fMKBg();
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/restaurant-180337-details/restaurantReview.do?reviewId=464747
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/restaurant-181994-details/restaurantReview.do?reviewId=464747
http://ad-emea.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3997/4/176/%2a/m;218425084;0-0;0;45190291;4-234/60;36395901/36413781/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://ad.yieldmanager.com/click2,-cMyALQIBwAN2j0AAAAAABCICwAAAAAAAgAAAA0AAAAAAP8AAAADEFl1CgAAAAAA92gQAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAC7xgMAAAAAAAIAAgAAAAAACny3hygBAAAAAAAAADgyYWE2YmQ2LTVkMDctMTFkZi1hM2QyLTAwMWUwYjVhMDIyNgCpJjAAAAA=,,http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thisislondon.co.uk%2Frestaurants%2Freview-464804-pretty-picture-of-rooftop-dining.do,http://allyours.virginmedia.com/websales/service.do?id=2&buspart=DISPLAY_DR_481224
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/review-464804-pretty-picture-of-rooftop-dining.do#readerComments
javascript:hideBut();
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BUaC1QmbpS-6TJYKN-AaB8d3cAf_w97wB_be92BTAjbcBkKJiEAEYASCvmdQRKAQ4AFDQ-pHiAWC7vq6D0AqgAfeNzfEDsgEWd3d3LnRoaXNpc2xvbmRvbi5jby51a8gBAdoBW2h0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVrL3Jlc3RhdXJhbnRzL3Jldmlldy00NjQ4MDQtcHJldHR5LXBpY3R1cmUtb2Ytcm9vZnRvcC1kaW5pbmcuZG-AAgGoAwHoA3roA48G6AML9QMAAABE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzStalGlTUpj_rEsFCIpWqcDvBDzA&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.groupon.com/london/subscribe%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DContent
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BUaC1QmbpS-6TJYKN-AaB8d3cAf_w97wB_be92BTAjbcBkKJiEAEYASCvmdQRKAQ4AFDQ-pHiAWC7vq6D0AqgAfeNzfEDsgEWd3d3LnRoaXNpc2xvbmRvbi5jby51a8gBAdoBW2h0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVrL3Jlc3RhdXJhbnRzL3Jldmlldy00NjQ4MDQtcHJldHR5LXBpY3R1cmUtb2Ytcm9vZnRvcC1kaW5pbmcuZG-AAgGoAwHoA3roA48G6AML9QMAAABE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzStalGlTUpj_rEsFCIpWqcDvBDzA&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.groupon.com/london/subscribe%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DContent
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BJqy9QmbpS-6TJYKN-AaB8d3cAYCR-8oBuPWX3BPAjbcBgPJXEAIYAiCvmdQRKAQ4AFC2-KfIAWC7vq6D0AqyARZ3d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVryAEB2gFbaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGlzaXNsb25kb24uY28udWsvcmVzdGF1cmFudHMvcmV2aWV3LTQ2NDgwNC1wcmV0dHktcGljdHVyZS1vZi1yb29mdG9wLWRpbmluZy5kb6kCHzsYh_TIuD7IAtjm8RKoAwHoA3roA48G6AML9QMAAABE&num=2&sig=AGiWqtwKsUlsHYi_0I7-4Hw_bB8cSZ4FsA&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.mastercard.com/uk/personal/en/world/index.html%3FGP%3DILC-RED_UKWorld
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BJqy9QmbpS-6TJYKN-AaB8d3cAYCR-8oBuPWX3BPAjbcBgPJXEAIYAiCvmdQRKAQ4AFC2-KfIAWC7vq6D0AqyARZ3d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVryAEB2gFbaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGlzaXNsb25kb24uY28udWsvcmVzdGF1cmFudHMvcmV2aWV3LTQ2NDgwNC1wcmV0dHktcGljdHVyZS1vZi1yb29mdG9wLWRpbmluZy5kb6kCHzsYh_TIuD7IAtjm8RKoAwHoA3roA48G6AML9QMAAABE&num=2&sig=AGiWqtwKsUlsHYi_0I7-4Hw_bB8cSZ4FsA&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.mastercard.com/uk/personal/en/world/index.html%3FGP%3DILC-RED_UKWorld
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BHqqCQmbpS-6TJYKN-AaB8d3cAb7al7cBltXGnhLQ7t_yHJCSFBADGAMgr5nUESgEOABQ-6ual_3_____AWC7vq6D0AqgAYDNofADsgEWd3d3LnRoaXNpc2xvbmRvbi5jby51a8gBAdoBW2h0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVrL3Jlc3RhdXJhbnRzL3Jldmlldy00NjQ4MDQtcHJldHR5LXBpY3R1cmUtb2Ytcm9vZnRvcC1kaW5pbmcuZG-AAgGpAh87GIf0yLg-qAMB6AN66AOPBugDC_UDAAAARA&num=3&sig=AGiWqtykboPLuNf7bsBhstOIdrb9e8dFHA&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.bookatable.com/uk/london-areas/restaurants/en-GB%3Ff%3Doffers%26indirect%3D1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BHqqCQmbpS-6TJYKN-AaB8d3cAb7al7cBltXGnhLQ7t_yHJCSFBADGAMgr5nUESgEOABQ-6ual_3_____AWC7vq6D0AqgAYDNofADsgEWd3d3LnRoaXNpc2xvbmRvbi5jby51a8gBAdoBW2h0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVrL3Jlc3RhdXJhbnRzL3Jldmlldy00NjQ4MDQtcHJldHR5LXBpY3R1cmUtb2Ytcm9vZnRvcC1kaW5pbmcuZG-AAgGpAh87GIf0yLg-qAMB6AN66AOPBugDC_UDAAAARA&num=3&sig=AGiWqtykboPLuNf7bsBhstOIdrb9e8dFHA&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.bookatable.com/uk/london-areas/restaurants/en-GB%3Ff%3Doffers%26indirect%3D1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BNNgjQmbpS-6TJYKN-AaB8d3cAfr2qI0BurSX2wrAjbcBsMwLEAQYBCCvmdQRKAQ4AFCIzJfd-v____8BYLu-roPQCrIBFnd3dy50aGlzaXNsb25kb24uY28udWvIAQHaAVtodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRoaXNpc2xvbmRvbi5jby51ay9yZXN0YXVyYW50cy9yZXZpZXctNDY0ODA0LXByZXR0eS1waWN0dXJlLW9mLXJvb2Z0b3AtZGluaW5nLmRvgAIBqQIfOxiH9Mi4PqgDAegDeugDjwboAwv1AwAAAEQ&num=4&sig=AGiWqtzrc_-kNwbLLnscsYKqeqC39ZaKLw&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.sky-garden.co.uk/pages/fighting-the-effects-of-climate-change.php
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BNNgjQmbpS-6TJYKN-AaB8d3cAfr2qI0BurSX2wrAjbcBsMwLEAQYBCCvmdQRKAQ4AFCIzJfd-v____8BYLu-roPQCrIBFnd3dy50aGlzaXNsb25kb24uY28udWvIAQHaAVtodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRoaXNpc2xvbmRvbi5jby51ay9yZXN0YXVyYW50cy9yZXZpZXctNDY0ODA0LXByZXR0eS1waWN0dXJlLW9mLXJvb2Z0b3AtZGluaW5nLmRvgAIBqQIfOxiH9Mi4PqgDAegDeugDjwboAwv1AwAAAEQ&num=4&sig=AGiWqtzrc_-kNwbLLnscsYKqeqC39ZaKLw&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.sky-garden.co.uk/pages/fighting-the-effects-of-climate-change.php
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/review-464804-pretty-picture-of-rooftop-dining.do#addComment
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/house-rules/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/privacy/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/archive/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/sitemap.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/rss/rss-help.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/contact/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/home/text/
https://register.thisislondon.co.uk/details
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/review-464804-pretty-picture-of-rooftop-dining.do#top
http://www.thisislondontickets.co.uk/
http://www.loot.co.uk/
http://www.jobsite.co.uk/
http://www.homesandproperty.co.uk/
http://www.londonjobs.co.uk/
http://www.educatelondon.co.uk/
http://www.villarenters.com/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/news/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard-business/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/money/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard-sport/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard-home/columnist.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/video/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/home/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/lifestyle/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/travel/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/showbiz/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/readeroffers.do
http://www.standardgames.co.uk/
http://www.homesandproperty.co.uk/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23832558-david-cameron-its-decision-time-for-lib-dems.do
http://www.datelondon.co.uk/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/holidays
http://www.jobsite.co.uk/
http://www.homesandproperty.co.uk/
http://www.motors.co.uk/
http://www.educatelondon.co.uk/
http://anm.intelli-direct.com/e/PExit.dll?m=226&p=310&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2Ethisislondon%2Eco%2Euk%2fe-edition%2f
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/promotions/article-23366623-details/This+is+London+entertainment+listings+on+your+mobile!/article.do
http://book.livebookings.net/pl/UK-THISISLONDON/6261/gbr/169/SpecialOffers.en-gb.aspx
http://www.lastminute.com/site/lifestyle/homepage_ANM.html?skin=ANM&partnerId=10473&ico=eedition&icc=navlinkbuytickets&icl=ticketsandoffers
http://www.lovefilm.com/london
http://anm.intelli-direct.com/e/PExit.dll?m=226&p=1609&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2Ethisislondon%2Eco%2Euk%2fstandard-home%2farticle-23750252-healthy-ways-to-2-a-week%2Edo
http://anm.intelli-direct.com/e/PExit.dll?m=226&p=1614&url=https%3a%2f%2fstandardhost%2Eco%2Euk%2fes-swarovski%2findex%2Ehtml
http://anm.intelli-direct.com/e/PExit.dll?m=226&p=1617&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2Ethisislondon%2Eco%2Euk%2fstandard-games%2fcrossword%2Edo
http://anm.intelli-direct.com/e/PExit.dll?m=226&p=1618&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2Ethisislondon%2Eco%2Euk%2fstandard-pictures%2flatest%2Edo
http://anm.intelli-direct.com/e/PExit.dll?m=226&p=1619&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2Ethisislondon%2Eco%2Euk%2fcompetitions%2f
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard-games/wordscrambler.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/weather/weather.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/whatson/searchGlobal.do?eventDate=20100511&listing=today
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/whatson/searchGlobal.do?eventDate=20100512&listing=tomorrow
http://book.livebookings.net/pl/UK-THISISLONDON/6261/GBR/SpecialOffers.en-GB.aspx
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/searchRestaurant.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23832558-david-cameron-its-decision-time-for-lib-dems.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23832747-mandy-in-the-middle-as-labours-big-beasts-turn-on-browns-coalition-bid.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23832611-david-hockney-swaps-a-sketch-pad-for-ipad.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23832673-new-challenges-for-tfl-mean-jubilee-line-fiasco-will-go-on-even-longer.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23832501-alastair-campbell-in-live-row-with-broadcaster.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23832491-david-miliband-favourite-to-be-new-labour-leader.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23832608-these-killings-must-stop-say-families-of-11-young-victims.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23832530-world-cup-fans-and-holidaymakers-hit-by-20-day-british-airways-strikes.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23832698-vince-cable-boosts-tories-by-saying-he-wont-block-spending-cuts.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23832628-met-police-chief-drops-his-race-discrimination-claim.do
https://register.thisislondon.co.uk/standardReg/login?Update=Y

